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Don't misunderstand here: A person's criminal history is important. But so, too, are their
present mind-set and plans for being a productive citizen in the future. These ex-inmates
are being shunted from potential jobs before they have an opportunity to tell their story.
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"It really limits the possibility of them being hired," said Jackie Caron, founder of the
Connecticut Pardon Team, which works to expunge the criminal record of those
ex-offenders who have established a track record of staying out of trouble and being
stellar citizens. "A lot of times, employers just look at the fact that they were convicted
and don't bother to ask them what the situation was."

Some ex-offenders don't bother to check the conviction box, Caron said, only to be fired
later for lying.

It's a frustrating existence. At some point, when inmates pay their debt and have owned
up to their misdeeds, they've earned a shot at redemption.

| called the state Department of Correction Friday to see whether they had any more
information on Leroy James Gardner.

A man with his name and age was sent to MacDougall Walker prison in Suffield a few
days ago — on a parole violation.

Stan Simpson's column appears on Wednesdays and Saturdays. He can be heard
live today on WTIC NewsTalk 1080 from 5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m.
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